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This regular paper produced by SPICe sets out developments in the UK’s negotiations to leave
the European Union, the process for which has now formally begun following the Prime
Minister’s triggering of Article 50 on 29 March.
The updates will provide information on the UK Government’s approach to leaving the EU
including the domestic legislation necessary to ensure a smooth transition in terms of the UK
statute book, along with details of the Scottish Government and the other Devolved
Administrations positions. The updates will also provide information on developments within
the EU with regard to the UK’s departure. Finally the update will provide information on the key
issues likely to be at play during the negotiations and in developing the UK’s future relationship
with the European Union.
As was clear during the referendum campaign and since the decision to leave the EU was
taken, there is an abundance of information and analysis available, and this SPICe paper will
try to cover the key issues by drawing on that information and analysis.
This week’s update focusses on events during October when the Scottish Parliament has been
in recess. It includes reports on rounds four and five of the negotiations, the European Council
meeting on 20 October and the Joint Ministerial Committee meeting on European Negotiations
held on 16 October.
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Since the last weekly update (published on 27 September), two further rounds of Article
50 negotiations have taken place.
The fourth round of negotiations took place from 25-28 September and followed the
Prime Minister’s speech in Florence which she hoped would give the negotiations a
new impetus. Speaking following the conclusion of the fourth round of negotiations, the
Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union, David Davis suggested that following
on from the Prime Minister’s speech in Florence, progress had been made towards a
Withdrawal Agreement:
“There is no doubting that this was a vital round of negotiations — taking place just
days after an important intervention by the British Prime Minister.
Theresa May’s speech in Florence had at its heart a desire to drive progress this
week. It was intended to change the dynamic and instil real momentum.
It set out a clear, pragmatic approach designed to help secure an agreement that
works for all sides.
It built on the hugely significant work that has gone on across Government over the
last year that has seen us publish 14 papers covering technical negotiation detail and
the United Kingdom’s vision for the future relationship, the Article 50 letter and two
crucial White Papers.
So this week my negotiating team came to Brussels armed with the detailed thinking
that underpins the proposals set out by the Prime Minister.
And while - inevitably - this requires further discussion, I believe that thanks to the
constructive and determined manner with which both sides have conducted these
negotiations we are making decisive steps forward.
After four rounds, when I look across the full range of issues to do with our
withdrawal from the EU, I am clear that we have made considerable progress on the
issues that matter:
Increasing certainty for citizens and businesses.
Providing reassurance to our EU partners in regards to our mutual financial
obligations.
And agreeing on some of the key principles in relation to the issues arising for
Northern Ireland and Ireland.”
David Davis also stated the UK Government was keen to move the discussions on to
the future relationship as soon as possible.
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Speaking at the conclusion of the fourth round of negotiations the European
Commission’s Chief Negotiator Michel Barnier suggested that whilst the negotiations
had made progress, more needed to be done. He said:
“We managed to create clarity on some points. On others, however, more work
remains to be done. We are not there yet.
But we will keep working in a constructive spirit until we reach a deal on the essential
principles of the UK's orderly withdrawal.”
Addressing each of the priority issues, Michel Barnier set out what he felt still needed to
be agreed:
“On citizens' rights, our priority, the UK has agreed to give direct effect to the
Withdrawal Agreement.
This is very important.
It will give the assurance to our citizens that they will be able to invoke their rights,
as defined by the Withdrawal Agreement, before UK courts.
We agreed to guarantee - for the citizens concerned - that the UK will apply EU
law concepts in a manner that is consistent with EU law after Brexit.
But we failed to agree that the European Court of Justice must play an
indispensable role in ensuring this consistency. This is a stumbling block for the
EU.
There are others:
1. A big gap remains between our positions on family reunification. We want
existing rights to continue for the citizens concerned.
2. The export of social security benefits also remains to be discussed.
3. Citizens need simplified administrative procedures. The UK stated its
intention to put in place a streamlined system. We are looking forward,
David, to hearing the details about this new system.
On the financial settlement, an expert group held detailed talks on some
technical aspects. Those talks were useful.
Prime Minister May said two things in Florence,



First: that no Member State should pay more; and no Member State should
receive less because of Brexit.
Second, that the UK will honour commitments taken during its membership.

This week, the UK negotiating team made clear that applying the first principle
would be limited to 2019-2020.
The UK explained also that it is not in a position yet to identify its commitments
taken during membership.
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For the EU, the only way to reach sufficient progress is that all commitments
undertaken at 28 are honoured at 28.
On Ireland: once again, we had a constructive discussion and we made progress
in some areas.
As David just said, both the EU and the UK recognise that Ireland is in a unique
situation. Any solution will need to be fully informed by the special circumstances
on the island of Ireland.
As I mentioned several times, such solutions must respect both the integrity of the
Union's legal order, and the Good Friday Agreement in all its parts.
We also confirmed our commitment towards maintaining the Common Travel
Area, and started drafting common principles.”
The fifth round of negotiations took place from 9-12 October and sought to build on the
progress made during the negotiations two weeks earlier. Speaking at the conclusions
of the fifth round of negotiations David Davis summarised progress under each of the
priority areas. On citizens’ rights the Secretary of State said that whilst further progress
had been made, a number of issues still needed to be agreed:
“We have also focussed this week on the other remaining issues on which we
have not yet arrived at a solution and Michel referred to a few of them. These are:







the right to bring in future family members;
to export a range of benefits;
to continue to enjoy the recognition of professional qualifications;
to vote in local elections;
to move within the 27 as a UK citizen;
to leave for a prolonged period and yet continue to enjoy a right to remain
or permanent right of residence on return.

These issues are not easy, but we have approached them with a shared spirit of
trying to find solutions and both teams will now reflect further on that.”
On the requirement for EU citizens living in the UK to register, David Davis said:

“And I recognise that there has been some anxiety about EU citizens’ rights to
settled status in the United Kingdom.
But today I can confirm that we want to reassure those European citizens living in
the UK that their rights and status will be enshrined in UK law by the Withdrawal
Agreement.
And yes, there will be a registration process but the administration process will be
completely new. It will be streamlined, and it will be low cost.
And in addition to that any EU citizen in the UK already in possession of a
permanent residence card will be able to exchange it simply for settled status in a
simple way. They will not have to go through the full application process again.
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And to reassure those affected I can confirm that the tests associated with this
process will be agreed and set out in our Withdrawal Agreement.
We will also make sure that citizens’ rights of review of - and redress for - any
errors will be quick, accessible and fair.
I will set out our position on ensuring citizens’ future rights in a statement for the
Commission, a written statement, which they can share with the European Union
27.
And as a result of our productive discussions, the Commission is also able to offer
similar guarantees in return for those British citizens in the European Union.”
On the financial settlement, the Secretary of State indicated that progress had been
made building on the fourth rough of negotiations:
“In line with the process agreed at our last round of talks, we have undertaken a
rigorous examination of the technical detail where we need to reach a shared
view.
This is not a process of agreeing specific commitments - we have been clear this
can only come later.
But it is an important step, so that when the time comes we will be able to reach a
political agreement quickly and simply.”
David Davis also indicated further progress had been made on Northern Ireland and
Ireland in particular focussed on the development of joint principles on the continuation
of the Common Travel Area.
The European Commission tweeted the post negotiation comments of Michel Barnier:
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The meeting of the European Council held from 19 to 20 October included a discussion
about the Brexit process. The discussion focussed on whether sufficient progress had
been made on phase one of the negotiations (on the Article 50 Withdrawal Agreement)
to allow the talks to move towards phase two and the beginning of discussions on the
future relationship between the UK and the EU.
As was widely trailed ahead of the European Council meeting, the EU27 concluded that
whilst the negotiations had made progress, more agreement was required before the
talks could move to phase two with a further consideration of the situation to take place
at the European Council meeting in December.
The Council conclusions stated:
“1. In the light of the first five rounds of negotiations, taking into account the
assessment presented by the Union negotiator and reaffirming its guidelines of 29
April 2017, the European Council:






welcomes the progress made regarding citizens' rights and invites the
negotiator to build on the convergence achieved so as to provide the
necessary legal certainty and guarantees to all concerned citizens and their
family members who shall be able to exercise directly their rights derived
from EU law and protected by the withdrawal agreement, including through
smooth and simple administrative procedures and the role of the Court of
justice of the European Union;
acknowledges that, as regards Ireland, there has been some progress on
convergence on principles and objectives regarding protection of the Good
Friday Agreement and maintenance of the Common Travel Area, and
invites the Union negotiator to pursue further refinement of these principles,
taking into account the major challenge that the UK’s withdrawal
represents, including as regards avoidance of a hard border, and therefore
expecting the UK to present and commit to flexible and imaginative
solutions called for by the unique situation of Ireland;
notes that, while the UK has stated that it will honour its financial
obligations taken during its membership, this has not yet been translated
into a firm and concrete commitment from the UK to settle all of these
obligations.

2. Building on this progress, the European Council calls for work to continue with a
view to consolidating the convergence achieved and pursuing negotiations in
order to be able to move to the second phase of the negotiations as soon as
possible.
3. At its next session in December, the European Council will reassess the state of
progress in the negotiations with a view to determining whether sufficient progress
has been achieved on each of the three above issues. If so, it will adopt additional
guidelines in relation to the framework for the future relationship and on possible
transitional arrangements which are in the interest of the Union and comply with
the conditions and core principles of the guidelines of 29 April 2017. Against this
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background, the European Council invites the Council (Art. 50) together with the
Union negotiator to start internal preparatory discussions.”

On 9 October the Prime Minister gave a statement to Parliament after her Florence
speech on the Brexit negotiations. In her statement the Prime Minister set out the UK
Government’s vision of a “deep and special partnership with the European Union which
spans both a new economic relationship and a new security relationship”.
On the economic relationship, the Prime Minister told the House of Commons:
“We do not want to settle for adopting a model enjoyed by other countries.
So we have rejected the idea of something based on European Economic Area
membership. For this would mean having to adopt - automatically and in their
entirety - new EU rules over which, in future, we will have little influence and no
vote.
Neither are we seeking a Canadian-style free trade agreement. For compared with
what exists today, this would represent such a restriction on our mutual market
access that it would benefit none of our economies.
Instead I am proposing a unique and ambitious economic partnership. It will reflect
our unprecedented position of starting with the same rules and regulations. We
will maintain our unequivocal commitment to free trade and high standards. And
we will need a framework to manage where we continue to align and where we
choose to differ.”
The Prime Minister also referred to the UK Government’s wish for an implementation
period to manage “how we build a bridge from where we are now to the new
relationship that we want to see”. On the need for a transition period the Prime Minister
said:
“When we leave the European Union on 29th March 2019 neither the UK, nor the
EU and its Members States, will be in a position to implement smoothly many of
the detailed arrangements that will underpin this new relationship we seek.
Businesses will need time to adjust and governments will need to put new
systems in place. And businesses want certainty about the position in the interim.
That is why I suggested in my speech at Lancaster House there should be a
period of implementation – and why I proposed such a period in my speech in
Florence last month.
During this strictly time-limited period, we will have left the EU and its institutions,
but we are proposing that for this period access to one another’s markets should
continue on current terms and Britain also should continue to take part in existing
security measures.
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The framework for this period, which can be agreed under Article 50, would be the
existing structure of EU rules and regulations.
Now I know some people may have some concerns about this. But there are two
reasons why it makes sense.
First, we want our departure from the EU to be as smooth as possible - it wouldn’t
make sense to make people and businesses plan for two sets of changes in the
relationship between the UK and the EU.
Second, we should concentrate our negotiating time and capital on what really
matters - the future long-term relationship we will have with the EU after this
temporary period ends.
During the implementation period, people will continue to be able to come and live
and work in the UK; but there will be a registration system – an essential
preparation for the new immigration system required to re-take control of our
borders.
And our intention is that new arrivals would be subject to new rules for EU citizens
on long term settlement.
We will also push forward on our future independent trade policy, talking to trading
partners across the globe and preparing to introduce those deals once this period
is over.
How long the period is should be determined simply by how long it will take to
prepare and implement the new systems we need.
As of today, these considerations point to an implementation period of around two
years.”
On 17 October, the Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union updated the
House of Commons on the EU withdrawal negotiations. David Davis began by
summarising the five rounds of negotiations held since June:
“Whilst at times the negotiations have been tough, both Michel Barnier and I have
acknowledged the new dynamic that has been created by the Prime Minister’s
speech in Florence.
This momentum was maintained during October. Both negotiating teams
continued to work constructively together.
Since June we have steadily developed our shared political objectives. Now
nevertheless there is still some way to go to secure a new partnership.
But I am confident we are on the right path.”
On citizens’ rights, the Secretary of State gave a list of areas where agreement has
been reached and areas where agreement is still required:
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Areas of Agreement








the criteria for residence rights;
the right to work and own a business;
social security rights;
rights for current family members;
reciprocal health care rights;
the rights of frontier workers;
and the fact that the process for securing settled status in the UK will be
streamlined and low cost.

Areas where some issues are outstanding for both sides, including the right:







to continue to enjoy the recognition of professional qualifications;
to vote in local elections;
The right to onward movement move as a UK citizen already resident in the
EU27;
the right to return;
the right to bring in future family members;
the right to export a range of benefits;

On Northern Ireland, David Davis told the House of Commons that progress had been
made with regards to protecting the Common Travel Area through the development of
joint principles:
“These joint principles will fully preserve the rights of UK and Irish nationals to live,
work and study across these islands. They will also protect the associated rights
to public services and social security. To provide legal certainty, these principles
recognise that the Withdrawal Agreement should formally acknowledge that the
UK and Ireland will continue to be able to uphold and develop these bilateral
arrangements. Our teams have also mapped out areas of cooperation that
function on a North-South basis. And we have begun the detailed work to ensure
this continues once the UK has left the EU.”
On the Good Friday Agreement, the Secretary of State said:
“We also agreed a set of critical guiding principles to protect the Belfast (Good
Friday) Agreement in all its dimensions. And we are working on the necessary
steps to make this a reality. And throughout this process we have reaffirmed our
commitment to protecting the rights of people of North Ireland to choose to be
British, Irish or both, as they choose. I have set out before our shared
determination to tackle the unique circumstances of Northern Ireland by focusing
on creative solutions and we have begun to do so.”
And finally on the financial settlement, David Davis told the House of Commons that
some progress had been made following the Prime Minister’s Florence speech.
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On 9 October, the UK Government published Preparing for our future UK trade policy
and Customs Bill: legislating for the UK’s future customs, VAT and excise regimes.
The white paper on trade sets out the UK Government’s emerging approach to
establishing an independent international trade policy when the UK leaves the EU. In
terms of the role of the devolved administrations and legislatures and other interested
parties in future trade policy the paper states:

“We will ensure the way we develop our own trade policy is transparent and
inclusive so that concerns are heard and understood, and the right facts are
available. Parliament, the devolved administrations, devolved legislatures, local
government, business, trade unions, civil society, consumers, employees and the
public from every part of the UK will have the opportunity to engage with and
contribute to our trade policy, to develop an approach which maximises the
benefits felt across UK society and its regions. We will also take into account the
views of the Crown Dependencies and Overseas Territories, including Gibraltar.”
Specifically on the role of the devolved bodies the paper states:
“The devolved administrations will have a direct interest in our future trade
agreements. We will work closely with them to deliver an approach that works for
the whole of the UK, reflecting the needs and individual circumstances of England,
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, and drawing on their essential knowledge
and expertise. We recognise that if we are to represent the UK effectively on the
international stage, we must build support for our vision across all four nations and
deliver real, tangible benefits. The Department for International Trade has worked
successfully alongside the Scottish Government, Welsh Government, and
Northern Ireland Executive and their agencies in promoting trade and investment
activity and we intend to continue this collaborative approach as we develop the
UK’s future trade policy.”
In terms of transitioning trade agreements that the EU currently holds with third
countries, the UK Government envisages providing the devolved legislatures with new
powers to implement obligations:
“As parts of these agreements will touch on devolved matters, legislation will
create powers for devolved administrations to implement them. These powers will
be held concurrently by the devolved administrations and the UK Government.
This approach will ensure that, where it makes practical sense for regulations to
be made once for the whole UK, it is possible for this to happen. The UK
Government will not normally use these powers to amend legislation in devolved
areas without the consent of the relevant devolved administrations, and not
without first consulting them. These powers will help to ensure continuity of our
current trade and investment arrangements, support business certainty, provide
greater flexibility, minimise legal risk, and reduce the volume of legislation
resulting from EU exit. These powers, which are being taken in the trade
legislation, will be used for the purposes of transitioning existing agreements
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signed before EU exit. Decisions have not yet been taken on the legislative
framework for the implementation of future agreements.”
In developing new trade agreement following Brexit, the paper commits to engaging
with the devolved administrations and legislatures throughout the process:
“In preparation for a range of scenarios with the EU, we have been considering
what we will need to put in place to ensure that the process of negotiating and
implementing new trade deals is transparent, efficient and effective. We want to
make provision for a legislative framework that will enable future trade agreements
with partner countries to move quickly from signing to implementation and then to
ratification, whilst respecting due process in Parliament.
Equally importantly, we will ensure that Parliament, the devolved administrations,
devolved legislatures, business and civil society are engaged throughout. We
think it is vital to consider the process in the round. We will be consulting on these
issues in due course, and we will commit to working with the devolved
administrations on our approach to the implementation of trade agreements
signed after EU exit, as well as the role they will play in shaping the UK’s future
trade negotiations.”
The white paper on future customs regimes commits the UK Government to “working
with the devolved administrations on any implications for them as a consequence of this
Bill and any changes to customs, VAT and excise practices”.

The fifth meeting of the Joint Ministerial Committee on European Negotiations
(JMC(EN)) took place on 16 October. It was the first JMC(EN) meeting since 8
February.
The JMC(EN) is the forum for meetings of the UK Government and the Devolved
Administrations to discuss Brexit related issues. The agreed terms of reference for the
JMC(EN) are:
Through the JMC(EN) the governments will work collaboratively to:





discuss each government’s requirements of the future relationship with the
EU;
seek to agree a UK approach to, and objectives for, Article 50 negotiations;
and
provide oversight of negotiations with the EU, to ensure, as far as possible,
that outcomes agreed by all four governments are secured from these
negotiations; and,
discuss issues stemming from the negotiation process which may impact
upon or have consequences for the UK Government, the Scottish
Government, the Welsh Government or the Northern Ireland Executive.

Following the fifth JMC(EN) meeting a Communique was published. The meeting
included consideration of common UK frameworks following Brexit and saw agreement
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of the principles that will underpin that work. The agreed principles were published as
part of the Communique and are set out below:
Common Frameworks: Definition and Principles
Definition
As the UK leaves the European Union, the Government of the United Kingdom
and the devolved administrations agree to work together to establish common
approaches in some areas that are currently governed by EU law, but that are
otherwise within areas of competence of the devolved administrations or
legislatures. A framework will set out a common UK, or GB, approach and how it
will be operated and governed. This may consist of common goals, minimum or
maximum standards, harmonisation, limits on action, or mutual recognition,
depending on the policy area and the objectives being pursued. Frameworks
may be implemented by legislation, by executive action, by memorandums of
understanding, or by other means depending on the context in which the
framework is intended to operate.
Context
The following principles apply to common frameworks in areas where EU law
currently intersects with devolved competence. There will also be close working
between the UK Government and the devolved administrations on reserved and
excepted matters that impact significantly on devolved responsibilities.
Discussions will be either multilateral or bilateral between the UK Government
and the devolved administrations. It will be the aim of all parties to agree where
there is a need for common frameworks and the content of them.
The outcomes from these discussions on common frameworks will be without
prejudice to the UK’s negotiations and future relationship with the EU.
Principles
1. Common frameworks will be established where they are necessary in order to:







enable the functioning of the UK internal market, while acknowledging
policy divergence
ensure compliance with international obligations
ensure the UK can negotiate, enter into and implement new trade
agreements and international treaties
enable the management of common resources
administer and provide access to justice in cases with a cross-border
element
safeguard the security of the UK.

2. Frameworks will respect the devolution settlements and the democratic
accountability of the devolved legislatures, and will therefore:

Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Relations Committee ǀ





SPICe: Brexit update paper

be based on established conventions and practices, including that the
competence of the devolved institutions will not normally be adjusted
without their consent
maintain, as a minimum, equivalent flexibility for tailoring policies to the
specific needs of each territory as is afforded by current EU rules
lead to a significant increase in decision-making powers for the devolved
administrations.

3. Frameworks will ensure recognition of the economic and social linkages
between Northern Ireland and Ireland and that Northern Ireland will be the only
part of the UK that shares a land frontier with the EU. They will also adhere to
the Belfast Agreement.
In a news release published following the JMC(EN), the Scottish Government set out
that progress had been made but said that “the Scottish Government continues to be
unable to recommend that the Scottish Parliament gives consent to the EU Withdrawal
Bill unless significant changes are made”.
The news release quoted the Minister for UK Negotiations on Scotland's Place in
Europe, Michael Russell who said:
“Today’s Joint Ministerial Committee meeting was a tale of two halves. We have
been able to make some progress, including agreeing general principles that
should ensure the role of the Scottish Parliament in any potential UK or GB wide
frameworks. However we remain unable to recommend the Scottish Parliament
consent to the EU Withdrawal Bill as currently drafted and will not be able to do so
until the power grab is removed from the bill.
I have and will continue to press for the amendments suggested by ourselves and
the Welsh Government to be accepted, removing the power grab and providing a
clear solution that respects devolution.”

Three Scottish Parliamentary Committees are currently undertaking Brexit related work.
The Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Relations Committee took evidence on the
Brexit process from Lord John Kerr of Kinlochard on 5 October. Lord Kerr is often
referred to as the man who wrote article 50, as he was the secretary general of the
convention on the Future of Europe.
Both the Finance and Constitution Committee and the Delegated Powers and Law
Reform Committee are currently taking evidence on the European Union (Withdrawal)
Bill. On 20 September the Finance and Constitution Committee took evidence from
Michael Russell, the Scottish Government’s Minister for UK Negotiations on Scotland’s
Place in Europe and on 4 October, the Committee heard evidence from Professor Mark
Drakeford, the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government in the Welsh
Government.
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The Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee took evidence from two panels of
witnesses at its meeting on 26 September, hearing first from Professor Alan Page from
the University of Dundee followed by Kenneth Campbell, Queen’s counsel representing
the Faculty of Advocates; and Michael Clancy and Charles Mullin representing the Law
Society of Scotland.
Later in the same meeting the Committee heard from Professor Stephen Tierney from
the University of Edinburgh.
At its meeting on 24 October, the Delegated Powers Committee took evidence from
Michael Russell, the Scottish Government’s Minister for UK Negotiations on Scotland’s
Place in Europe and then from Daphne Vlastari, Advocacy Manager for Scottish
Environment LINK and Isobel Mercer, Policy Officer for RSPB Scotland. The official
report for this meeting will be available later this week.
The Finance and Constitution Committee took evidence on the Impact of Brexit on the
Scottish Budget at its meeting on 27 September. The Committee heard from Professor
David Bell, Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh and Professor David Heald,
Professor of Public Sector Accounting at the University of Glasgow.

On 19 October, the Prime Minister wrote to EU citizens in the UK to seek to reassure
them about their future in the UK following Brexit. The Prime Minister reiterated her
commitment that citizens’ rights are her number one priority in the negotiations:
“I have been clear throughout this process that citizens’ rights are my first priority.
And I know my fellow leaders have the same objective: to safeguard the rights of
EU nationals living in the UK and UK nationals living in the EU. I want to give
reassurance that this issue remains a priority, that we are united on the key
principles, and that the focus over the weeks to come will be delivering an
agreement that works for people here in the UK, and people in the EU.
When we started this process, some accused us of treating EU nationals as
bargaining chips. Nothing could have been further from the truth. EU citizens who
have made their lives in the UK have made a huge contribution to our country.
And we want them and their families to stay. I couldn’t be clearer: EU citizens
living lawfully in the UK today will be able to stay.
But this agreement will not only provide certainty about residence, but also
healthcare, pensions and other benefits. It will mean that EU citizens who have
paid into the UK system – and UK nationals into the system of an EU27 country –
can benefit from what they’ve put in. It will enable families who have built their
lives together in the EU and UK to stay together. And it will provide guarantees
that the rights of those UK nationals currently living in the EU, and EU citizens
currently living in the UK, will not diverge over time.
What that leaves us with is a small number of important points to finalise. That is
to be expected at this point in negotiations. We are in touching distance of
agreement. I know both sides will consider each other’s proposals for finalising the
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agreement with an open mind. And with flexibility and creativity on both sides, I
am confident that we can conclude discussions on citizens’ rights in the coming
weeks.
I know there is real anxiety about how the agreement will be implemented. People
are concerned that the process will be complicated and bureaucratic, and will put
up hurdles that are difficult to overcome. I want to provide reassurance here too.
We are developing a streamlined digital process for those applying for settled
status in the UK in the future. This process will be designed with users in mind,
and we will engage with them every step of the way. We will keep the cost as low
as possible – no more than the cost of a UK passport. The criteria applied will be
simple, transparent and strictly in accordance with the Withdrawal Agreement.
People applying will not have to account for every trip they have taken in and out
of the UK and will no longer have to demonstrate Comprehensive Sickness
Insurance as they currently have to under EU rules. And importantly, for any EU
citizen who holds Permanent Residence under the old scheme, there will be a
simple process put in place to swap their current status for UK settled status.”

It had been expected the Committee Stage of the European Union (Withdrawal) Bill
would begin once the UK Parliament resumed after the party conference season.
However, a date is yet to be announced for the beginning of the Committee Stage in
the House of Commons.

